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1 Purpose of Report

1.1 The purpose of the report is to set out guidance criteria which can be used as a basis for 
making decisions about future nominations for public commemorative blue plaques based in 
the Rochdale Township area.

2 Recommendations

2.1 It is recommended that Members approve the suggested criteria in this report (see 
Appendix 1), which can be used as a framework and guidance for assessment of blue plaque 
nominations. The rationale and purpose associated with each criteria is outlined, which 
ensures that the guidance criteria is defined and there is a clear purpose.

Reason for recommendation

2.2 Currently, there is no active blue plaque scheme for Rochdale Township. This means 
      that there are no existing criteria which can be used as a basis for assessing requests for 
      blue plaques to commemorate local buildings, people and events. On the 15th 
      September 2015, Pennines Members approved a commemorative plaque scheme for the 
      Pennines Township area. 

2.3 Rochdale Borough Council frequently receives requests for blue plaques from members of 
the public and there is currently no effective and systematic process for determining 
whether to approve such requests in Rochdale Township

2.4 Establishing a blue plaque scheme for Rochdale Township and agreeing criteria   
      which can be used as a basis of assessment will preserve the interests of the blue 
      plaque scheme locally and ensure that decisions about nominations for blue 
      plaques are consistent and are sensitive to the local historical environment.

3 Background

3.1 This report sets out some suggested criteria which can be used as guidance for making 
decisions about nominations for commemorative blue plaques. In light of the number of 
nominations received every year by Rochdale Borough Council, it is felt that decisions could 



be made by each of the four townships in relation to nominations based in their respective 
areas. This ensures that there is a local approach to decision-making in place. 

3.2 The report proposes that decisions about blue plaque nominations within the Rochdale 
Township area should be ratified by Rochdale Township Committee. Consequently, decisions 
about whether to approve nominations in this area will be at the discretion of Rochdale 
Elected Members. The purpose of the report is to provide guidance for Rochdale Township 
Members in helping them to make decisions about nominations. The intention is not for the 
criteria to be used as part of a formal process for decision-making, however, and it is 
anticipated that there may be cases where nominations, which do not comply to the criteria 
outlined in the report, are accepted as exceptions. It is also not the purpose of the guidance 
criteria to restrict and limit the number of blue plaque nominations approved, and it is 
recognised that blue plaques have an important role in commemorating local people, events 
and places, providing that they are deemed to be the most effective means of 
commemoration. In essence, the purpose of the criteria is to provide clarity and guidance, 
which will ensure greater scope for effective and systematic decision-making.

3.3 The guidance criteria attached to this report has been developed using English Heritage’s 
guidance criteria, while consideration has also been given to blue plaque schemes used by 
other local authorities. Furthermore, there has been some initial consultation with the Chair of 
Rochdale Township and the feedback from this consultation has also been used to develop 
the attached guidance criteria. 

Alternatives considered

3.4 The alternative option is to continue to have no framework and set of guidance criteria for 
making decisions about blue plaque nominations. If this is to happen, then decisions about 
whether to approve nominations for blue plaques will be made with little consideration to 
consistency and to objective and methodical decision-making. It is important for decisions 
about nominations to be made strategically and systematically, rather than ad hoc, as this 
ensures greater sensitivity to the historical context and built environment. 

4 Financial Implications

4.1 There are no financial implications or costs identified in this report.

5  Legal Implications

5.1 No legal implications have been identified as part of this report. 

6 Personnel Implications

6.1 There are no personnel implications arising from this report.

7 Corporate Priorities

7.1 This report relates to Rochdale Council’s commitment towards Place, as the criteria 
impacts on the built environment and quality of place. The report recognises the importance of 
the built environment and the impact that place has for communities and local people. 

8. Risk Assessment Implications 

8.1 There are no risks identified as part of this report.



9. Equalities Impacts

9.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment

There are no (significant) workforce equality issues arising from this report.

9.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments

There are no (significant) equality/community issues arising from this report.
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